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When this day arrived, the king after an initiation in the Saiva
ritual, fasted; then he worshipped and honoured with scents,
frankincense, and wreaths, the sword Attahasa. At the dead of
night, clasping a gleaming dagger in his left hand, with Attahasa
drawn out in his right, the king set forth from the city and reached
the appointed spot
There the three assistants came up and announced themselves,
armed, bathed, garlanded and strangely attired. Bana describes them
thus: "About their top-knots of flowers ranged murmuring bees* which
formed as it were a magical hair tie. On their heads they wore
turban wraps with large Svaslika knots fastened in the centre of
their foreheads and resembling huge mystic seals." They wore
dazzling ear-rings and brandished sharp swords, and had buckles
which bore crescents. They had put on thick new clothes girt with
golden chain-belts and daggers were fastened to their waists.
With the king at their head, this party marched to the
graveyard where pounded resin, laming in magic lamps filled the
heavens with incense and smoke. In the centre of a great circle of
ashes Bhairavacarya was sitting on the breast of a corpse which
lay supine, anointed with red sandal and arrayed in garlands,
clothes and ornaments all draped in red. Bhairavacarya Mmseif8 wear-
ing a black turban, black unguents, a black amulet and black garments,
had begun a fire-rite in the mouth of the corpse, where a flame was
burning. Then he offered some black sesamum. seeds to the corpse.
Some lamps were burning near him, from his shoulder hang a
Brahmanical string of many threads encircling his form and he was
muttering some charms.
Having approached Bhairavacarya, the king saluted and set
about his own task. Bana tells us that " Patalasvamin chose Indira's
quarter, Karnatala of Kubera, Titibha of Pracetas, and the king that
marked by Trisanku's light".1 Then Bhairavacarya Centered the
case composed of their arms" and proceeded with Ms awful wort
After the opposing fiends had offered fruitless resistance and $h& uproar
had been allayed, at the very instant of midnight, the earth was
rent open to the north and not far from the magio circle displayed
a fissure. Forthwith from this ciasm a Naga fiend arose, fie was
dark with thick square shoulders and in his crisp curled hair there
gleamed a Malati wreath. . He ^ -"d eves, a throfchiiMC
' Cf. Ramayam, I, 60,